Faculty recital series: Simon Estes, November 23, 2009 by School of Music, Boston University
Boston University
OpenBU http://open.bu.edu
School of Music Boston University Concert Programs
2009-11-23




Boston University College of Fine Arts 
1 
'"'\hool of Music 
i- -~sents 
Faculty Recital Series 
Simon Estes, bass-baritone 
with Greta Asgeirsson, harp 
Jeremy Collier, bass-baritone 
Tracie R. Davis, soprano 
Matthew Larson, piano 
) hua Reynolds, tenor 
Donald Ryan, piano 
Thomas Weaver, piano 
Monday 
November 23, 2009 
7:30pm · 
Tsai Performance Center 
_____ _... .............. ______ ~ 
.• 
Founded in 1873, the School of Music combines the intimacy and intensity of 
conservatory training with a broadly based, traditional liberal arts education at the 
undergraduate level and intense coursework at the graduate level. The school offers 
degrees in performance, composition and theory, musicology, music education, 
collaborative piano, historical performance, as well as a certificate program in its Opera 
Institute, and artist and performance diplomas. 
In 1954, the College of Fine Arts was created to bring together the School of Music, along 
with two new entities: the School of Theatre and the School of Visual Arts. The 
University's vision was to create a community of artists in a conservatory-style school 
offering professional training in the arts to both undergraduate and graduate students, 
complemented by a liberal arts curriculum for undergraduate students. Since those early 
days, education at the College of Fine Arts has begun on the BU campus and extended 
into the city of Boston, a rich center of cultural, artistic and intellectual activity. 
Boston University, founded in 1839, is an internationally recognized institution of h; 
education and research. With more than 30,000 students, it is the fourth largest 
independent university in the United States. BU contains 17 colleges and schools, afou 
with a number of multi-disciplinary centers and institutes that are central to the school's 
research and teaching mission. 
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Arr. Donald Ryan He's Got The Whole World In His Hand 
Heaven Heaven 
Precious Lord 
Simon Estes, bass-baritone 
Donald Ryan, piano 
Arr. R. Joshua Reynolds Sometimes I Feel Like A Motherless Child 
Were You There 
Arr. Moses Hogan 
r. H.T. Burleigh 
Arr. Donald Ryan 
Crying In The Chapel 
R. Joshua Reynolds, tenor 
Give Me Jesus 
Didn't My Lord Deliver Daniel 
Tracie Davis, soprano 
Matthew Larson, piano 
Nobody Knows the Trouble I've Seen 
Every Time I feel the Spirit 
Simon Estes, bass-baritone 
Donald Ryan, piano 
-Intermission-
Arr. Anonymous 
Arr. Hall Johnson 
Claude Debussy 
(1862- 1918) 
Arr. Moses Hogan 
Arr. Mark Hayes 
Arr. Donald Ryan 
He Done It All 
Witness 
Ride On King Jesus 
Jeremy Collier, bass-baritone 
Matthew Larson, piano 
Danses sacree et profane 
Greta Asgeirsson, harp 
Thomas Weaver, piano 
Deep River 
Joshua Fit the Battle Of Jericho 
Tracie Davis, soprano 
Matthew Larson, piano 
How Great Thou Art 
City Called Heaven 
Go Down Moses 
Simon Estes, bass-baritone 
Donald Ryan, piano 
i 
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Simon Estes, bass-baritone 
1n/ ·onally renowned opera star Simon Estes enjoys the ecstatic praise of music lovers 
ar~ e globe. A prize winner in Moscow's Tchaikovsky competition in 1966, he has 
since performed with all the major international opera companies including the Metropol-
itan Opera, La Scala Milan, Lyric Opera of Chicago, the Paris Opera, Royal Opera House 
Covent Garden, Gran Teatre del Liceu in Barcelona, San Francisco Opera, Deutsche Oper 
Berlin, Florence Opera, and the State Operas of Hamburg, Munich and Vienna as well as 
the Zurich Opera House. In high demand as a recitalist and orchestral soloist, he appears 
regularly with the Berlin Philharmonic, Boston Symphony, Chicago Symphony, Los An-
geles Philharmonic, New York Philharmonic, Philadelphia Orchestra, The Philharmonic 
Orchestra of London and the Vienna Philharmonic. Among the conductors with whom 
Mr. Estes has worked are Gerd Albrecht, Leonard Bernstein, Gary Bertini, Myung Whun 
Chung, James Conlon, Sir Colin Davis, Rafael Fruhbeck de Burgos, Carlo Maria Giulini, 
James Levine, Lorin Maazel, Kurt Masur, Zubin Mehta, Riccardo Muti, Seiji Ozawa, Mstis-
lav Rostropovich, Esa-Pekka Salonen, Wolfgang Sawallisch, Giuseppe Sinopoli, Sir Georg 
Solti, Horst Stein, Marcello Viotti and David Zinman. 
Of the over one hundred roles in his repertoire, he is most often associated with King 
Phillip in Don Carlos, Wotan in Wagner's Ring cycle, Amfortas in Parsifal, King Mark 
in Tristan and Isolde, the four bass-baritone roles in The Tales of Hoffmann, Escamillo in 
Carmen, Porgy in Porgy and Bess, Amonasro in Aida, and the title roles in Boris Godunov, 
Verdi's Attila, Macbeth, and Wagner's The Flying Dutchman. In this latter role he appeared 
triumphantly for six successive years at the Bayreuth Festival, his debut there marking the 
first appearance of any black male artists at this shrine to Richard Wagner. Mr. Estes' re-
cording of The Flying Dutchman, with Waldemar Nelsson conducting the Bayreuth Festival 
Orchestra and Chorus, is available on the Philips Classics label. 
Aside from his landmark appearances at Bayreuth, many other historic musical events 
hav marked Mr. Estes' career. In June and November of 1989, he sang at the White House 
fq' ident Bush. In past years, he gave a command performance for President Lyndon 
B... on at the White House, appeared at the inaugural concert of the Kennedy Center 
as soloist in William Schuman's A Free Song, which was attended by Richard Nixon. Mr. 
Estes holds the unique honor of having been the only singer to sing for both the 25th and 
50th Anniversary of the United Nations. He sang for the openiri.g of the Olympic Games in 
Munich, Germany. In July 1986, he performed in New York with the Boston Pops as part 
of the Statue of Liberty centennial celebration. He performed in the United States premiere 
of Shostakovich's 14th Symphony with Eugene Ormandy and the Philadelphia Orchestra 
and created the part of Uncle Albert in the world premiere of Gunter Schuller's The Visita-
tion. In 1977, he sang the title role in one of the first modern productions of Verdi's rarely 
performed first opera, Oberto, in Bologna; in 1979, he played the Pharaoh in the historic 
revival of Rossini's Moses at La Scala; and, in 1985, he was the Metropolitan Opera's first 
Porgy. 
Among his numerous recording credits, Mr. Estes counts works on the Auvidis, Decca, 
Deutsche Grammophon, Deutsche Schallplatten, EMl, Philips Classics and Sony Classical 
labels. He has recorded in Bayreuth Wagner's Flying Dutchman which was also filmed and 
televised by Unitel and the centennial production of Parsifal with James Levine conducting 
the Orchestra and Chorus of the Bayreuth Festival. Other recordings include Bizet's Car-
men with Seiji Ozawa and Jessye Norman, Highlights from PorgtJ and Bess, and a collection 
of Broadway's Greatest Hits with Willie Anthony Waters conducting; Verdi's Requiem and 
Mozart's Requiem as well as Beethoven's Ninth, all conducted by Carlo Maria Giulini. 
With Sir Colin Davis he has recorded Handel's M~ssiah, the Faure Requiem, Beethoven's 
Ninth Symphony and Samson and Dalila from Saint-Saens; with the Vienna Philharmo 
and Lorin Maazel Mahler's Symphony No. 8 and Stravinsky's Oedipus Rex with Esa-f 
Salonen conducting. His last recording of Spirituals with Donald Ryan as accompani.:,. 
and arranger has been released on the Deutsche Schallplatten label and in the record-
ing of Berthold Goldschmidt's opera Beatrice Cenci-on Sony Classical-Simon Estes has 
portrayed the role of Cenci. ,,,., · 
In January of 1990 Simon Estes sang for the inauguration of the first black governor of the 
United States, Governor Wilder of the State of Virginia. In June of 1990 Simon Estes sang 
for Mr. Nelson Mandela at the Service of the Riverside Church in New York City and for 
the July 4th celebration he sang with the National Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Ms-
tislav Rostropovich at the Nations Capitol. In August of 1990 Simon Estes was in Oslo and 
sang for the Conference of The Anatomy of Hate under the patronage of the Norwegian 
Nobel Peace Prize Committee and The Elie Wiesel Foundation for Humanity. Some no-
table figures that were present in Oslo were former President Jimmy Carter, former presi-
dent from France Francois Mitterand, former president from Czechoslovakia Vaclav Havel, 
Nelson Mandela, Elie Wiesel and many other important artists and literary people. In June 
of 1993 Simon Estes sang for Hillary Clinton in Washington D.C. at a luncheon honoring 
the First Lady. In the fall of 1994 he sang for Nobel Laureate Archbishop Desmond Tutu in 
The Cathedral of St. John The Divine in New York. Mr. Estes sang two times for the pope, 
John Paul Il, in the Vatican in Rome. Presidents of the U.S.A. for whom Mr. Estes has sung 
are; Johnson, Nixon, two times for George Bush Sr., Carter, and the second inauguration 
festivities for President Clinton. Other countries Presidents Mr. Estes has performed for 
are; Canada, Czechoslovakia, France, Germany, Switzerland, and South Africa as well as 
Royalty from; Monaco, England, Sweden, Norway, Romania, and Spain. 
In the past seasons Simon Estes performed at the State Opera in Vienna, the Metropolitan 
Opera in New York, Deutsche Oper Berlin, Hamburigsche Staatsoper in Hamburg, Teatro 
Real in Madrid, the Washington Opera, at Carnegie Hall in New York, the Los AngeJr 
Opera, Theatre Capitole de Toulouse, Gran Teatre Del Liceu in Barcelona and the Int 
tional May Festival in Wiesbaden. He appeared in concerts and recitals in Bern, Durb 
Graz, Linz, Helsinki, Paris, Avignon, Prague, Diisseldorf, Essen, Dortmund, Munich, 
Granada, Santander, Murcia, Pamplona, Valencia, Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Lucerne, 
Zurich, Cincinnati, Detroit, New York, San Diego, Sao Janeiro, Tokyo, with the Oklahoma 
Mozart International Festival in Bartlesville, Oklahoma, with Festival Carinthian Summer 
and Schleswig-Holstein Music Festival and the Festival Castell de Peralada. 
Other notable artists Mr. Estes has performed with are; Gregory Peck, Danny Kaye, 
Audrey Hepburn, Whitney Houston, Barry Manalow, John Denver, Johnny Cash, Ray 
Charles, and Peter Ustinov. 
In season 2003/2004 he performed concerts in Waterloo/Iowa, Las Vegas, Chicago, Min-
neapolis, Washington D.C., New York and recitals in Lerida, Cartagena, and Seville Spain, 
~urich and St. Mortiz Switzerland. At the Konzerthaus Dortmund, Germany he appeared 
ma gala concert. At the Semperoper in Dresden, Germany he made his debut with a 
aSpiritual recital. 
In season 2004/2005 Simon Estes performed among other concerts and recitals in Ames, 
Iowa; Boston, Massachusetts; Jacksonville and Fort Meyers, Florida; Toledo and Murcia, 
--
Spain; Eisenach, Germany and Cape Town, South Africa. In Switzerland he appeared in 
an Opera Gala at the International Music Week in Grechen. In November 2004 he partici-
p<1 · · a concert at Alice Tully Hall, Lincoln Center, celebrating the 30th Anniversary of 
th Albanese-Puccini Foundation and was presented with the Puccini Foundation's 
BaL... t Award in recognition of his achievements in the arts. 
A native of Centerville, Iowa, Simon Estes first sang at the age of eight in the city's Second 
Baptist Church. While working his way through the University of Iowa as a pre-med 
and psychology student, he became the first black member of the University's Old Gold 
Singers. As a member of this group Mr. Estes came to the attention of faculty member 
Charles Kellis, his first and only teacher. After entering the Juilliard School of Music Mr. 
Estes went to Europe with a grant from the Martha Baird Rockefeller Foundation and with 
funds raised for him by the New York Community Trust and the NAACP. He made his 
operatic debut with the Deutsche Oper in Berlin as Ramfis in Aida. 
Known throughout the world for his opera, concert, and recital performances, as well as 
for his recordings and appearances in television shows including the Tonight Show and 
the Today Show, Simon Estes still finds time to share his love and knowledge of music 
with students from elementary school through college. He teaches at Boston University in 
Boston, Massachusetts, at Iowa State University in Ames, Iowa and at Wartburg College in 
Waverly, Iowa. Mr. Estes has been a teacher and full professor at Juiliard School of Music 
in NYC. Mr. Estes has taught master classes in; Iowa State University, University of Iowa, 
Wisconsin, Indiana, Michigan, lliinois, South Africa, and Europe. Professor Estes has been 
invited to do master classes for Denver University, University of Colorado, at Dartmouth, 
Harvard and numerous High Schools within the state of Iowa and Colorado for the year 
2006-2007. Mr. Estes teaches not only music, but artistic and personal values as well. His 
love and concern for youth is also manifested in the four scholarship organizations he has 
created: The Simon Estes Educational Foundation in Tulsa, Oklahoma, which is his oldest 
foundation and has served over 300 students and he has helped to raise more than 3.5 
million dollars. The Simon Estes Scholarship Fund at the University of Iowa, The Simon and 
W a H. Estes Scholarship Fund at Centerville Community College, and The Simon Estes 
Ir rts Scholarship Fund. In 1993 he has established The Simon Estes International Founda-
tio. r Children with the purpose to financially assist underprivileged and needy children 
as far as their education and health is concerned. In Cape Town he initiated a school for 
underprivileged children that is named Simon Estes Music High School. 
Other tributes given his name are; The Simon Estes Amphitheater in Des Moines, Iowa; 
A House Resolution "115" by the State Legislature of Iowa; The Simon Estes Auditorium 
at Centerville High School, Centerville, Iowa; and The Simon Estes Rose with proceeds 
going to his foundations. 
Mr. Estes' first degree was a Bachelor of Music from the University of Iowa. In the sum-
mer of 1989, he was awarded an Honorary Doctorate from Siena College, N.Y., in the 
spring of 1991 a Doctor of Music Degree from Luther College in Decorah, Iowa, and in 
spring of 1994 an Honorary Doctorate from The University of Tulsa, Oklahoma, and from 
Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa. In the spring of 1997 he was awarded an Honor-
ary Doctorate from Iowa State University in Ames and in spring of 1998 from Lawrence 
University in Appleton, Wisconsin. In 1999 The College of Medicine at University of Iowa 
designated Simon Estes as advocate of health and education for children and youth. In 
July, 1996, he received from the Governor of Iowa The Iowan Award, the State's highest 
honor that has been given only thirteen times since its inception more than 40 years ago. 
Mr. Estes' autobiography entitled "Simon Estes In His Own Voice" was published in 1999 
and includes a CD. 
For the year 2006/2007 Mr. Estes has been invited to sing in Carnegie Hall, Orchestn 
in Chicago, JFK Music Center in Washington D.C., Denver Colorado, Germany, Switzi::f-
land, South Africa, South America, Prague, Moscow, and other various cities in the U.S.A. 
and around the world. 
Greta Asgeirsson 
Harpist, Greta Asgeirsson is currently a freshman at Boston University studying with 
former Boston Symphony Orchestra principal harpist, Ann Hobson-Pilot. She is principal 
harpist of the Thayer Symphony Orchestra and has played with numerous orchestras 
in the Boston area including the Boston Civic Orchestra and the Wellesley Symphony as 
well as being the principal harpist of the Boston Youth Symphony (BYS.) In the last three 
years, Greta has been a participant in the All State festivals of Massachusetts and Michi-
gan, the 2009 All Eastern Orchestra, received a full scholarship to attend Interlochen Arts 
camp, won the 2009 BYSO concerto competition and has made numerous other concerto 
appearances. She regularly performs with her mother, flutist, Cherie Asgeirsson, and has 
done considerable studio work as a harpist. 
Professor Estes first heard Greta Asgeirsson while covering a performance class at BU. He was so 
impressed with her performance at this class that he invited her to be a part of tonight's concert! 
Jeremy Collier 
Jeremy Collier is a native of Orange Park, Florida. Mr. Collier graduated cum laude 
the University of North Carolina at Charlotte where he studied horn with Dr. Linda I, 
ney and voice with Prof. Jane Dillard. After four seasons with Opera Carolina as a chorus 
member, Mr. Collier then continued his vocal studies under the tutelage of Maestro James 
Meena of Opera Carolina, performing supernumerary and chorus roles. Currently Mr. 
Collier is pursuing his Masters of Music in Vocal Performance at Boston University under 
the tutelage of Prof. Simon Estes. 
Tracie R. Davis 
Tracie R. Davis is a promising young soprano who hails from Pflugerville, Texas. She 
is very excited to make her performance debut at Boston University. Tracie attended 
Louisiana State University for her undergraduate career, under the instruction of Robert 
Grayson and Tiffany Bostic-Brown. In 2008, Tracie made her main stage opera debut with 
the role of Annina in LSU Opera's La Traviata. In addition, Tracie has performed partial 
roles of Donn' Anna (Don Giovanni), Fiordiligi (Cosi fan tutte), and Countess Almaviva (Le 
Nozze di Figaro). Tracie had the privilege of performing in Italy with the Opera Theater and 
Music Festival of Lucca. She has worked with prestigious coaches such as David Adams, 
Marie King, Franc D' Ambrosio, and John Keene. 
Matthew Larson 
11.1- w Larson received his Doctorate in Collaborative Piano from Arizona State 
U( "ty in 2001 under the tutelage of Eckart Sellheim. An accomplished accompanist, 
Dr. Larson has played over 500 recitals in the United States and Europe. He has held the 
positions of Assistant Conductor and Pianist for Boston Lyric Opera; Music Director for 
the University of Connecticut Opera Program; Staff Pianist for Yale University Opera; 
Staff Accompanist for Arizona State University School of Music; Vocal Coach and Music 
Director for A.S.U. Lyric Opera Theater; Staff Pianist for The American Institute of Musical 
Studies in Graz, Austria; Music Director of Opera Providence; Vocal Coach for Boston 
University's Opera Institute; Staff Pianist for Opera New England; and Vocal Coach for 
Tanglewood Institute's Young Artist Vocal Program. Currently, Dr. Larson is on Faculty at 
Boston University; Pianist for the Boston Symphony's Tanglewood Festival Chorus; Vocal 
Coach at Brown University; Vocal Coach at the Walnut Hill School for the Arts; and Minis-
ter of Music at First Congregational Church of Milton, Massachusetts. 
R. Joshua Reynolds 
R. Joshua Reynolds was born March 9, 1989 in Cleveland, OH to Lillian and Rodney 
Reynolds. He was first introduced to classical music in sixth grade while singing with 
the Boys Choir of Harlem. After leaving, he knew that he had a passion to sing music of 
great composers and his parents found voice teachers to aid his progress throughout high 
school. Presently, Reynolds is a junior vocal performance major at Boston University un-
der the tutelage of Simon Estes. Under Estes, he explores a variety of music including the 
Negro Spiritual which he displays tonight. 
Donald Ryan 
~ 
A, anding and dynamic pianist, Donald Ryan has been called "a music kaleidoscope, 
spar ing at everything he plays." Since receiving the Madeyska award at the Ninth 
International Frederic Chopin Competition in Warsaw, Poland (1975) he has delighted 
audiences in Austria, Germany, Switzerland, France, Spain, Poland, the Caribbean, South 
America and across the USA. - Carnegie Hall included. He has also recorded and played 
on television both in America and in Europe. In addition to the many honors and acco-
lades he has received, Mr. Ryan, originally from the nation of Trinidad and Tobago, is an 
inductee into the Oklahoma Jazz Hall of Fame. 
Thomas Weaver 
Thomas Weaver is currently a freshman at Boston University studying to obtain a BM 
in piano performance and composition. His primary piano teacher is Anthony di Bo-
naventura and his composition teacher is Martin Amlin. Prior to his college studies, 
Thomas attended the Boston University Tanglewood Institute where he studied with 
Maria Clodes-Jaguaribe. He has also studied composition and counterpoint with Jona-
than Coopersmith, a faculty member at the Curtis Institute of Music. Thomas has had 
much experience collaborating with other fantastic musicians, and has worked with many 
strong choral organizations. 
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Martin Pearlman Warren Levenson 
Baroque ensembles ,. Roger Mantie * 
Robinson Pyle Sandra Nicolucd • 
natural trumpet William Pappazisis 
Marc Schachrnan Chris Parks 
Baroque oboe Evan Sanders 
Jane Starkman 
Baroque violin, viola CONDUCTING 
Peter Sykes harpsichord • David Hoose "' 
Ann Howard Jones • 
MUSICOLOGY David Martins 
Victor Coelho "" Dennis Shrock choral lit. 
Steven Cornelius ,. 
Brita Heimarck,.. OPERA INSTITUTE 
Thomas Peattie "" Helena Binder 
Joshua Rifkin • Judith Chaffee 
Andrew Shenton"' Phyllis Curtin ++ 
Joel Sheveloff • Sharon Daniels • 
Jeremy Yudkin • Melinda Sullivan-Friedman 
Frank Kelley 
COMPOSITION William Lumpkin • 
AND THEORY Jim Petosa 
Brett Abigana Betsy Pola tin 
Martin Amlin • Christien Polos 
Deborah Burton • j effrey Stevens 
Richard Cornell • Nathan Troup 
Joshua Fineberg • Allison Voth• 
Samuel Headrick• 
David Kopp• STAFF PIANISTS 
Rodney Lister • Michelle Alexander 
Ketty Nez• Eve Budnick 
John Wallace• Phillip Oliver 
Steven Weigt • Lorena Tecu 
Noriko Yasuda 
Area Heads 




Phyllis Hoffman, Chair, Department of Applied Studies and 
Performance 
Richard Cornell, Chair, Department of Music Studies 
Ann Howard Jones, Chair, Ensembles 
Patrick Jones, Chair, Department of Music Education 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MUSIC 
UPCOMING EVENTS AND PERFORMANCES ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~__:__:=-==--~~~'-
{ 
Thursday, December 3, 7:30pm World Music C(jucert 
Room167 
December 5, 6, 7:30pm Winte~ Opera Program 
Boston University Opera Institute, 
Opera Theatre and Opera Workshop 
Concert Hall 
Monday, December 7, 7:30pm Boston University Chamber Orchestra 
Zachary Bruno, Richard Cornell, 
and Genevieve Leclair, conductors 
Concert Hall 
Tuesday, December 8, 7:30pm Boston University Symphony Orchestra 
David Hoose and Tiffany Chang, conductors 
Edwin Barker, double bass 
Tsai Performance Center 
Friday, December 11, 7:30pm Student Composers Concert 
Concert Hall 
For more information on our events, please contact our office at (617) 353-8790. 
Room 167, 855 Commonwealth Avenue 
Concert Hall, 855 Commonwealth Avenue 
Tsai Performance Center, 685 Commonwealth Avenue 
College of Fine Arts www.bu.edu/cfa 
